In the claims: 



Please cancel claim 13 and 17-21 without prejudice. 
Please amend the following claims. 



Snfly Amended) A method[ for compressing a message] cpmj^ing: 
identifying a first field and a second field within [said] an elecfa^c mail (email) 
message; 

applying a first set of code words to encode d^t^n said first field; and 
applying a second set of code words to eiicore data in said second field. 



2. (Original) The method as^n claim 1 fiirther comprising: 

generating said first set of code words based on the fi-equency with which 

character strings represented by said code words are found within said first field; and 
generating said second set of code words based on the fi-equency with which 

character strings represented by said code words are found within said second field. 



3. (Ohginal) The method as in claim 2 wherein character strings which are 
relatively more common within said first field are represented by relatively shorter code 
words i^said first set of code words and character strings which are relatively more 
commyi within said second field are represented by relatively shorter code words in said 
second set of code words. 



/ 4. i(Ori^nalXThe method as in claim 1 whereijy^id first field is an email header 
field and said second field is anemail-tex^fit 
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book field and said second field is an email message field. 



6. (Original) The method as in claim 1 furth^pComprising: 
encoding ASCII text in said message ia^-bit character format. 

7. (Original) The method ^in claim 6 further comprising: 

providing one or more 6^bit escape sequences indicating that code following said 
sequence represents data compressed using a particular compression technique. 

8. (Original) The method as in claim 6 wherein relatively common characters 
are encoded usinjg 6 bits and relatively uncommon characters are encoded using two 
successive sequences of 6 bits. 



9. / (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
generating a first code word table containing code words for a plurality of 
chara^'ler strings foxmd in a first electronic mail (email) message field; 
/ / generating a second code word table containing code words for a plurality of 

ch^acter strings found in a second email message field; and 

encoding character strings in said first field using said first code word table and 
character strings in said second field using said second code word table. 



10. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 9 further comprising: 
initially i^erforming a statistical analysis of character strings found in said first 
'em^ message field and'^^d second email message field to determine a fi-equency of 
/occurrence of each of said characfersmngSr 
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^R^^^(Qrigin^^ method as in claim IQ -whereiiLcharacte^^ occurring 
relatively more frequently in said first field and said second field are associated 
relatively shorter code words in said first code word table and said-seCond code word 
table, respectively. 

12. (Original) The method a^^ln claim 9 wherein said first field is an email 
address field. 

13. (Cancellec 

14. (Origmal) The method as in claim 9 fiirther comprising: 
encodir^ said message fiirther using one or more alternate compression 

techniques. 



1^ 



\y. (Original) The method as in claim 14 wherein one of said alternate 
compre^ion techniques comprises converting ASCII characters into a 6-bit character 
format. 

16. (Original) The method as in claim 14 wherein one of said techniques 
comprikes identifying strings in said first or second fields based on a location of said 
strings in a spell-check dictionary. 



7. (Cancelled) 




\9. (Cancelled) 
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^ 20. (CaiitdLJ) 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) A machin^^adable medium having program code 
stored thereon which, when executed by a^^riachine, causes said machine to perform the 
operations of: 

identifying a first field and^ second field within [said] an electronic mail (email) 
message; 

applying a first set o|>fcode words to encode data in said first field; and 
applying a second/^et of code words to encore data in said second field. 



23. (Originalj The method as in claim 22 comprising additional program code to 
cause said processor to perform the operations of: 

generatmg said first set of code words based on the fi"equency with which 
character strings represented by said code words are found within said first field; and 
generating said second set of code words based on the fi'equency with which 



/ 



character /strings represented by said code words are found within said second field. 



24. (Original) The machine-readable medium as in claim 23 wherein character 
string which are relatively more common within said first field are represented by 
relatiCely shorter code words in said first set of code words \and character strings which 
are relatiyelyTnorercofflnion within said second field are represented by relatively shorter 
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9S, (Onginal) Tbfi marhirift-rfta dable medium as in claim 22 wherein said first^ 
field is an email header field and said second field is an email text 



26. (Original) The machine-readable medium as in claim 22 wherein said first 
field is an address book field and said-s^cond field is an email message field. 

27. (Original) Thp^achine-readable medium as in claim 22 comprising 
additional program code to cause said processor to perform the operations of: 

encoding XSCH text in said message in a 6-bit character format. 



28. /original) The machine-readable medium as in claim 27 comprising 
additional/program code to cause said processor to perform the operations of: 

providing one or more 6-bit escape sequences indicating that code following said 
sequence represents data compressed using a particular compression technique. 



sni 



29. (Original) The machine-readable medium as in claim 27 wherein relatively 
conuhon charactetSs^e encoded using 6 bits and r^lafivelv uncommon characters are 
encoded using two successiv5~sequeneerof6 bits. 
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